What causes delinquent and criminal behavior? How are gender, racial and class inequalities reproduced and challenged by groups and institutions? What are the origins of the self? These are the kinds of questions sociologists and criminologists attempt to answer. For students interested in sociology or criminology, the department offers non-majors an understanding of human social systems as part of a liberal arts education and prepares majors for graduate or professional school. The broad perspectives of sociology and criminology are also useful backgrounds for students planning to enter a variety of careers such as law, social work, education or management.
Sociology
The sociology major provides a general background in theory, methods and a variety of substantive areas within sociology. 
Bachelor of Arts Major Requirements

Electives
Complete additional sociology courses to meet the 40 credit minimum. Of these courses, 16 credits of electives must be taken from our roster of sociology courses. The remaining 4 credits may be taken from our roster of criminology courses, or can be used for internship or practicum. 
Complete additional sociology courses to meet the 20 credit minimum. 12 of these credits must be taken from our roster of sociology courses. The remaining 4 credits may be taken from our roster of criminology courses, or as internship (see internship note above in major requirements section).
16
Total Credits 20
Criminology
The criminology major provides a general background in theory and methods and a variety of substantive courses on the creation and application of criminal law, the causes of criminal behavior and societal responses to lawbreaking. Complete additional criminology courses to meet the 40 credit minimum. Of these courses, 16 credits of electives must be taken from our roster of criminology courses. The remaining 4 credits may be taken from our roster of sociology courses, or can be used for internship or practicum.
Bachelor of Arts Major Requirements
SECONDARY MAJOR
40 credits. Same requirements as for BA degree.
Minor Requirements
Students interested in law or law enforcement will find a minor in criminology especially helpful to their long-term career goals.
Program note: Students may not double-major, double-minor or major-minor in both sociology and criminology. Complete additional criminology courses (typically 12 credits) to meet the 20 credit minimum. 4 credits may be taken as internship, and can substitute for one criminology elective (see internship note above in major requirements section).
Requirements for Distinction in the Major in Sociology and/or Criminology
• Minimum of 3.5 major GPA and 3.25 overall GPA
• Completion of Senior Thesis
• Student must select a faculty member from the Department who will agree to act as Thesis Advisor
• Student will submit a thesis proposal to the Thesis Advisor for approval before October 15 of the senior year
• The completed thesis, once approved by the Thesis Advisor, must be submitted to a committee of three faculty by April 1 of the senior year. The committee will consist of the Thesis Advisor and two other faculty, one of whom may be from another department within the University of Denver
• During the month of April, the student and faculty committee will meet to discuss the thesis and its implications for the discipline • NOTE: University Honors Program requirements may be different than ours; please confirm calendar requirements with that program
• Departmental Theses (for students who are NOT in the Honors Program) MUST be defended by the end of the 7 th week of any quarter to ensure timely major approval and inclusion in the commencement program
